
Forrest Little Golf Club – Honorary Secretary’s Report 2019 
 
Unlike the last few years, we had a good start to the golfing season. 
Weather has been milder and the course has been well minded by Sean Hyland and crew of 
volunteers who do a lot of work outside Carr Golf’s brief as can be seen at different points as 
you play the course.  
 
 Competition days are bringing more people on to the course through our own members and 
visitors alike. Comments are very positive about the condition of the fairways and greens 
and players in general feel it is a good challenge any day. As always and not taken for 
granted thanks to all members and friends who sponsor these events. This sponsorship 
makes everything work very smoothly and brings a positive return to the club.  
 
As in last year’s report I thank the volunteer gardeners for the work and interest they show 
in the presentation of the areas particularly the first tee and surrounding areas 
 
 The pro shop is the first point of contact for most people arriving and we thank Tony Judd 
and his staff for their assistance. Great to see him in demand from members and visitors for 
coaching and lessons. 
 
Thank you for the work done by our course staff and under the guidance of Carr Golf we are 
getting very positive feedback, but this needs to be maintained to uphold the opinions. We 
should not feel complacent about this and members should at all times keep an eye on the 
course as they play.  
 
To J and M Golf Cuisine, thank you for the facilities supplied during the year along with Ray 
and the staff in the bar.  
 
Thanks to Sean and Margaret in the office for their friendly support during the year and I 
have enjoyed the experience this year working with the other committee members.  
 
A note of particular thanks to Simon Fitzpatrick and Michael Timmons for the work done 
over the past few years in competitions and handicaps. Sometimes a thankless job but they 
kept it going and have built a backroom of people to support the incoming secretaries. I also 
wish our Captain Padraic and President Paddy good golf in 2020 and I thank them for their 
commitment to the club and to the support given to the committee and myself 
 
I thank our committee for their time given over the past 12 months, President Paddy Quaid, 
Captain Padraic Robinson, Vice-Captain Michael Kearney, Competitions Secretary Simon 
Fitzpatrick, Handicap Secretary Mick Timmons, Hon Treasurer Jason Hardiman, Juvenile 
Secretary Paul Sullivan, Team Co-Ordinator  Patsy Mohan and all sub committees during 
2019.  
 
Barry Memery 
Honorary Secretary 

 

 



Competitions Report for 2019 

All competitions were very well supported throughout the year helped with the excellent 
condition of the course and great long spells of good weather. 

A big thank you to all members and their guests for their support of our competitions in 
2019. We started off the early part of the year with another very successful Winter League 
(kindly sponsored by Hernon Crash Repairs – Joe Walshe) which again proved to be very 
popular with all participants. Congratulations to Valderrama captained by Gerry Healy who 
overcame Estoril captained by Mark Byrne 6-4 in our Winter League Final held on Sunday 
17Feb19. The success of this competition would not have been possible without the great 
work done by the competitions team and the captains of the teams who collated the scores 
on Monday evenings and updated league tables, noticeboards etc. 

The weather in 2019 was much improved from the previous year and we avoided any major 
cold spells this resulted in very few competitions being cancelled. This led to increased 
numbers playing in all our competitions during the year. The support for Midweek, Open 
Singles and Senior competitions were quite strong particularly during the summer months. 
Along with the bank holiday weekend Open events these competitions are significant for the 
Club, particularly in a very competitive environment. We are again extremely grateful to 
Brother International for their generous sponsorship of the annual Brothers Four ball now in 
its 48th year. 

In mid-summer the club introduced a new Competitions software system called Clubv1 this 
replaced our outdated Club2000 system which kept crashing due to so many bugs in the 
system and resulted in members being unable to login or enter scores for a comp. It also 
created significant manual work for the competitions team who had to check cards manually 
and then enter each card back into system once back up and running. After an initial steep 
learning curve and some minor issues at the start, the system has been performing quite 
well. As we move into next year it will be of great benefit to have Clubv1 for a full season as 
it will allow Comps team to manage larger Comps like Blue Series & GOY comps in a more 
automated fashion, there are also added benefits like a Clubv1 app available to all 
member’s. I would like to thank the Captain, Men’s committee for their support in helping to 
bring this matter to the fore with our Council and ultimately the Council for investing in 
Clubv1 to the benefit of all our members. 

Some new competitions we introduced in 2018 and carried over to 2019 continue to grow in 
popularity and numbers. We moved the Thursday Blue Stake Series up earlier in the summer 
schedule and ran this for 10 qualifying weeks. Our Blue Series Grand Final on Sunday 11Aug 
was a straight Strokes shootout between the Top 12 league qualifiers and won by Martyn 
Collison (6) from Lisheen Springs with a great score of 69 nett. We had 180+ unique players 
who played this comp at least once with many playing up to the required 5 best qualifying 
scores with 50%+ of these visitors.   

Our Club Championships Cup (36-hole competition run over two separate days 07&15Sep) 
was won by Brendan Redmond. The club also invited our medal winners and other major 
winners to play in a one-off stroke play event in October and the Champion of Champions 
Cup winner this year was Allan Kiernan. I am sure if our club can identify and secure 
sponsors for some of these new competitions they will continue to grow and help support 
our club. 



We are extremely grateful to the many members who continue to sponsor our Wednesday 
Invitational 18 hole competitions and who also sponsor other competition days in Forrest 
Little. Special thanks also to those groups of members who club together to sponsor a 
Wednesday. Frank McPhillips did all the hard work as always on Wednesday competitions 
organising prizes and working with the Sponsors to make sure their day ran smoothly. 
Wednesday evening 9/12-hole invitational singles competition, which runs from April up to 
mid-September, still proves to be very popular with members & their guests mainly heading 
from work, and overall numbers playing golf in Forrest Little on Wednesdays has been 
excellent this year. 

Many thanks are due to my excellent Competitions team consisting of Mark Byrne, Mark 
Murphy, Sean Dooley, Patsy Mohan, Barry Memery, Jason Hardiman, Stewart Kelly, Dean 
Mulligan, Niall Keating, Jason, Myles & John McDonagh, Conor McMahon, Andy Murphy and 
Matt Smyth for the excellent voluntary job they have done this year in completing and 
posting results for each competition. They all give up a few hours each month to work 
voluntarily on behalf of all the Men’s club members and I would have been lost without 
them. I would also like to thank Michael Timmons on the handicap committee and all the 
Men’s committee for their help and support this year. 

I would also like to thank our Pro Tony, his wife Susan and all their staff for their help, 
support and administration of competitions through the Pro-shop. 

Please note our General Rules of Competitions are displayed in the pro shop and in the 
Clubhouse beside computers. All members and their guests should be familiar with these 
rules prior to commencement of a competition. 

We are always looking for new members to join our Competitions Team to give a dig out 
with comps/cards once or twice a month. The more volunteers we have the less work to do 
for all monthly. So, if you have an hour or two to spare after your game or play regularly on a 
Mon, Wed, Sat or Sun and would like to support us and all our members we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Please let incoming Captain Michael Kearney or incoming 
Competitions Secretary or any of the Comps Team know if you are interested. 

Congratulations to all our prize winners throughout the year. To those who failed to make 
the winners circle in 2019 we wish you better luck next year. 

Finally, as I step down from Men’s committee after 3 years, I would like to thank the 
Captains and committee teams I worked with over these years. I have learnt so much and 
made some great friends along the way. I would also like to thank all the members of Forrest 
Little for their encouragement, support and kind words over this period. It has been a 
pleasure to work for the good of our great club and its members. 

Medal and other Major Prize Winners in 2019; 

 March - Declan O’Hara 

 April - Martin Kiernan 

 May – Damien Lynch 

 June – David O’Connor 

 July - Andrew Dennis 

 August – Matthew Smyth 



 September – Myles McDonagh 

 September Senior Medal – Frank Gurry 

 October – George Moir   

 PGA Tankard – Niall Duffy 

 Vice Captains – Eamon Hanlon 

 Professionals Prize – Florin Poldau 

 Captains Prize – Alan Lynch 

 Presidents Prize – John Neary 

 Hamill Cup – Lee & Adam Duffy 

 Allshire Cup – Allan Kiernan and Ciaran Goodman 

 Club Cup (Singles) – Mark Murphy 

 Club Championships – Brendan Redmond 

 Champion of Champions Cup – Allan Kiernan 

 Blue Stakes Series winner – Martyn Collison (Lisheen Springs) 

 Gross Golfer Year – Allan Kiernan 

Golfer of The Year – Matthew Smyth 

Simon Fitzpatrick 

Competitions Secretary  

 
Many thanks to Simon Fitzpatrick and his committee for their help during 2019 
 
Snooker Report 2019 
Team Manager Derek McCabe has reported that a slow start in the early matches left the 
team playing catch up. A couple of victories near the end weren’t enough to get them into 
the Top 4 and so the Team missed out on the semi Finals. They will however be well 
handicapped for 2020!! 
 
 Team Coordinators Report 2019  
 
 Our Captain Padraic and President Paddy wish to thank all the managers and players who 
represented Forrest Little Golf club with pride, distinction and great sportsmanship 
throughout 2019. Alas, we were not successful in bringing home a pennant, but we will 
certainly build on the experience gained in 2019 to reach the summit in 2020. Small margins 
were evident in many of our competitions this year.  

 
1. Senior Cup 
 Forrest Little were leading qualifiers in Corrstown on Saturday 29th June. This was from a 
group of 21 clubs. Forrest Little were the leading gross qualifiers that weekend in all of 
Leinster.  Eight teams qualified for match play on Sunday. Forrest Little and the Island 
prevailed. We had some fantastic displays of golf from our players brilliantly led by the 
manager Allan Kiernan. This qualified the team for the Leinster quarter final at Blainroe 
golf Club in late August. We were very narrowly beaten by Enniscorthy Golf Club who 
were subsequently beaten by Carton House in the final.  
 
2. Barton Shield  



We failed to qualify from a group of 24 in Castleknock Golf Club on Saturday 8th June.  
 
3. Junior Cup  
We failed to qualify from a group of 14 in Malahide Golf Club on Saturday 8th June  
 
4. Jimmy Bruen   
We failed to qualify from a group of 16 in Clontarf on Saturday 15th June  
 
5. Pierce Purcell Shield  
We failed to qualify from a group of in Castlewarden on Saturday 19th May  
 
6. Barton Cup  
We lost 3-2 in round 1 to Knightsbrook Golf Club.  
 
7. Metropolitan Trophy.  
A great win in round 1 against Carton house followed by a magnificent victory over 
Sillogue in round 2. Round 3 pitted the lads against Portmarnock which resulted in a 
great victory for Forrest Little which brought us to the Leinster quarter final against the 
Island. We were very unlucky in this one. The Island were subsequently just pipped in the 
Leinster final by Lucan.  
 
8. Fred Perry trophy.  
Beaten by Luttrelstown Castle 3-2 in round 1  
 
9. All Ireland Fourball  
We had a bye in round 1. We beat Hollystown in round 2 and then lost to Rathcore in 
round 3.  
 
10. Irish Mixed Foursomes  
Lost 3-2in round 1 to black Bush  
 
11. J. B. Carr Trophy  
Great victory away to Royal Dublin in round 1. Lost the deciding match against 
Hermitage on the 19th hole at home. Hermitage went onto win our section.  
 
12. Super Seniors.  
Matches played on a league basis. We just failed to qualify for the semi- final stage.  

 
13. Uden Cup    
We beat Balbriggan in round 1, beaten in round 3 by Donabate  
 
14. O’ Grady Cup  
Beaten in Round 1 by Beaverstown  
 
We wish to acknowledge the great support all the teams received from our elected club 
officers throughout 2019. It was very much appreciated by all concerned. 
We also wish to sincerely thank Seán and Margaret in the office for their continuous help 
and support. 



To Sameer and kitchen staff, thank you for the lovely meals provided for teams and 
visitors throughout 2019.   
Forrest Little Golf Club gained many new members throughout 2019.  
You are all very welcome.   
Why not immerse yourselves in the friendly but competitive inter club scene during 
2020. There are inter club competitions for all handicap ranges. More information to 
follow in early 2020.  
Forrest Little needs you. It is a great honour to be selected on a Forrest little panel to 
wear the yellow and navy uniform.  
Patsy Mohan (Team Coordinator)  
Pat A. O’Brien (Assistant)   
  

Many thanks to Patsy Mohan and all the volunteers on the committees for their help during 
2019.   
 
Handicap Secretary Report 
Handicap Committee, Michael Timmons, Barry Murray, Jim Shevlin, Alan Lynch, Lee Duffy. 
Many thanks to the committee for all their hard work and time they put in during the year. 
This involved looking after the handicaps of our existing members and in setting up initial 
handicaps for the many new members who joined in 2019. 
There was a major change with our computer system during the year changing from Club 
2000 to ClubV1. 
ClubV1 is computer friendly and has made it more efficient, easier and faster for the 
committee to process handicaps details for our members. 
The committee held meetings to review members handicaps during the year and handicaps 
were adjusted accordingly on approval from the GUI. 
The annual handicap review was done in November and our recommendations reflecting the 
members yearly playing abilities was sent to the GUI for approval. 
These approvals will be implemented and will be put on the players record no later than 31st 
December. 
Many thanks to all the volunteers who have gave their time and worked hard on all the 
committees during 2019. 
 
Michael Timmons 
Handicap Secretary 
 
 
Many thanks to Michael Timmons and all the volunteers on the committees for their help 
during 2019.   
 

 


